
Established 1880 
In community hands ever since 

Make a gift today
With your help the Clifton School of Arts can 
continue to be a vibrant community hub for another 
100 years and provide more opportunities to nurture 
local artists. We have plans in place that will provide 
safer access and facilities for people with limited 
mobility and greater flexibility in the way  
we operate.

As a not-for-profit organisation, we rely on the 
financial support of visionary individuals to achieve 
our goals and we have already secured some 
generous philanthropic gifts. 

All donations are tax-deductible and we welcome 
your contributions, no matter how small. 

If you are already a member of the CSA, you might 
like to consider including a donation with your 
membership fee. Alternatively, you can pledge your 
support by making an annual gift for a specified 
period or by a one-off donation.

Or you can consider making a legacy gift by 
including the CSA in your will to guarantee its 
stability and growth for years to come. 

To discuss making a bequest, donation or  
major gift please contact:

CLIFTON SCHOOL of ARTS INC (CSA) 
ABN 44971286672 
Registered charity and DGR 
338 Lawrence Hargrave Drive  
Clifton NSW 2515 
www.artsclifton.org 
artscliftonnsw@gmail.com
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A community icon
The Clifton School of Arts Inc is a community 
organisation housed in a much-loved heritage 
building located just south of the famous  
Sea Cliff Bridge at Clifton, in the Northern 
Illawarra. 

It provides a spectacular space for exhibitions, 
workshops, recitals, film screenings, talks and a  
host of other community activities.

Our vision
To inspire and celebrate our community by  
offering a diverse program of cultural and  
educational activities, honouring the efforts  
of the original founders. 

CLIFTON 
SCHOOL  
of ARTS

‘ It’s beautiful.  
It has a soul.  

It has a history of  
people coming together  

that you can feel...‘ 
Caroline Baum
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Our story
A cultural institution on the Illawarra coast, the 
Clifton School of Arts stands on Dharawal Country,  
the ancestral home of its traditional custodians,  
the Wodi Wodi people.

Where it began
The CSA was born out of a 
mining community’s desire to 
enrich their lives. The original 
Clifton School of Arts was 
established in 1880 in a single 
room of a weatherboard cottage 
to provide space for classes for  
young workers, for concerts,  
meetings and a lending library.

As the township’s population grew, a larger  
building became necessary. The new CSA building  
was opened in 1911. It cost £100 which was raised  
by public subscription.

For over a century, generations found inspiration in 
this remarkable place.

The community had plans for a hall at the rear of 
the existing building, but two world wars, economic 
downturns and global pandemics meant that plans  
for expansion were never realised.

What we do
Our beautiful heritage building and professional gallery 
spaces are owned and cared for by the community and 
run entirely by volunteers. It is this spirit that has kept  
the organisation going for over 140 years. 

We host a diverse program 
of cultural and educational 
activities including…

•  Contemporary art 
exhibitions and art fairs

•  Workshops and classes  
for all ages

• Screenings and recitals 
• Meet-the-Maker events 
•  History collection,  

exhibitions and publishing
• Artist forums.

We support these activities by hiring the building to  
local artists and community members. 

We also partner with organisations such as University  
of Wollongong, Wollongong Art Gallery and the South 
Coast Writers Centre on a range of projects. 

We provide a free newsletter and publish books  
through the CSA Press. We are very proud of all that  
we have achieved.

The future
While the Clifton School of Arts is the cultural 
heart of the Northern Illawarra community, the 
steep stairs to the main gallery are challenging for 
many. We want the School of Arts to be accessible 
to all patrons. 

To this end we have gained Wollongong City 
Council approval to build a multifunction gallery 
space at the rear of our heritage building which will 
incorporate accessible facilities, a disabled car park 
and covered walkway. This project will complete  
the construction work started back in 1911.

We also plan to initiate projects that will benefit 
and promote local emerging and Indigenous  
artists, all of whom contribute to the cultural 
vitality of our region.

Please help support 
these important projects
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